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colegicall Characterization

 Overview
— Foundation of ERA

 Field Studies

— Multiple studies over a 5 year period
— Many animals studied

* Findings
— Presented in same order as in ERA
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| Ecoloegical Chéracterlzatlon

5 n
g o A L1 'n.- - ot r
j - Y c = el | AT
T 4 e ; - e R i b
SR Padp ) R TP B T
- Eﬁ = e £ il oM. * .L'-'. - "ﬁ 1
. ure J" L :

¥+ identity ’th%é‘ ant
commurnty
8 - A‘ﬂ A
+d’.describe |nterrelat|on
ﬁd anlmals e

# ‘x-. T.l;*a} : "'I',T' a! »
(&, # \ A
yww com *'C"\ | ; ¥ : _' \ N .



S
e u]%.
¢ 1

‘\, Objectives — Food Chain

<
A« PRcﬂ‘?/é\

Reproductive Transfer = = = &=
Food Chain  s——— By American
‘E_T""" \ Bittern

Housatonic

#"g/‘ River

Floodplain % F'Innsdpi!ain
F . i
B Largemouth @ "\ 5

" 0l

) = Forage Fish
ass

; b
Vo AL Y

g | {
Invertebrates  © _—

-
Contaminated Sediment

www.woodlotalt.com Housatonic River Project pg 5



.

1 turai ,m nlfles fjl e
forest ,R- ol T

. i;u s .L

Arc qmeutra rbfrl,)l-m u ost




.._-"Q.

| Insect




fw.%% Fleldi Studies
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mield Studies
Sresnwater Mussels

Three Species

Observed in Study

Area 1

— Eastern EI!%tio (Elliptio
complanat

— Eastern Flcgater

(Pyganodon cataracta)

— Triangle Floater
(Alasmidonta undulata)
» Triangle Floater is Spegial
Concern = °
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» 25 species of fish observed in PSA

» 41 species total in Housatonic River in
MA/CT
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~. . Field Studies
ﬂwc‘fg BirdS

e Forest Blr(‘fs 47 SPECIES |de@tuf@ as" ‘
nest ,;J-h ~ﬁ;,h.

. Wa;erfowl ) spegiespbserved s'.ng
Geese nesll in PSAY.

— mallards wood ducks, (&
. glngflsher — multiple n_@ stingupairs
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e Hawks and Owls — 14 — broad-winged hawk
species observed — red-tailed hawk
— northern harrier — kestrel (1 nest)
— sharp-shinned hawk — great horned owl
— cooper’'s hawk — barred owl
— goshawk — northern saw-whet owl
— red-shouldered hawk — turkey vulture
— bald eagle (attempted — osprey (territorial — no

nest) nesting)
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cologicall Characterization

 ERA Representative Species

— American Bittern — Brown Bullhead

— Great Blue Heron — Largemouth Bass
— Common Moorhen — Wood Frog

— American Robin — Leopard Frog

— Tree Swallow — Water Shrew

— Belted Kingfisher — Short-tailed Shrew
— Bald Eagle — Mink

— Osprey — Otter

— Red Fox
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o Ecological Characterization -
N Animal Profiles

Aot
Species Profile: Largemouth Buss

— Description, Body Size Syt as 2 b 1 st i

Micropfens v 4
e (Hartel et al. 1996). As a widely introduced fish

— D | Strl b utl O N , M |g ratl O N DESCRIPTION that adapts well to v,_'.'lu'm \\‘:‘1|Ll~.r.<. it has hz.‘:n:nn‘u:‘;l
ame fish now found throughout the
_ H a b itat [he largemouth bass is one of the most important United S

freshwater game fishes i the United States. 1t s

— Hibernation, Home e o e sl

Range and Territoriality lu.”,'
shallow akes,

— Breeding, Growth and b, byl
Development n be distinguished by its longer u]';pur Jaw

\||1‘]1 when I]IL mouth s closed, extends well

N Diet, EnergetiCS and l‘wwllt“lll}h‘ oy ” [he h‘l.!‘t_‘r‘ ‘|.‘-; llibl(lyll‘.::!.fl].](l

somewhat compressed. It is dark green above,
M eta bOl iS m shading to lighte el on the mldurx‘. and
whitish below (Scarola 1987). A solid, dark
horizontal stripe extending from the head to the

I Op u |ation S a n d tail further distinguishes it from the smallmouth
s,
Demography

BODY SIZE

Largemouth bass average 10-20 inches in length,
A typical adult is 1-2 pounds, but 3-13 pounds is lqure 1. Indigenous range of larqemouth bass in North
not uncommon (Cochran 1960). Mature females
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e GIS habitat type maps

— Wetlands types and
boundaries

— Rare plants and natural
communities

— Sample locations
— Topography

— Ownership
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Figure 1-2

Housatonic River
Ecological Characterization

Representatve Section of Primary Study Area
Middle Section
{Beach 5 near Pittsfield Waste Waser Treatment Plantb

Not to scale March 2001
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